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thrown open for him and his men to enter in triumph. Kabul was
once again in Kamran's hands. So was Akbar.
As always, Kamran's wrath against the supporters of Humayun
was demoniacal. The Governor, Qasim Khan Barlas, was hacked
limb by limb to death. His wife was ordered to be paraded naked
through the streets of Kabul. However, she committed suicide by
jumping into a well before Kamran's men could lay their hands
upon her. Wives and female relatives of other dignitaries were
mercilessly dragged out from their homes and subjected publicly
to unspeakable brutalities. Infants were snatched away from their
wailing mothers and nailed to the city walls for the hovering
vultures to feast upon. The city was ransacked as seldom before.
The plundering orgy was not restricted to money and other valu-
ables. Young girls were particularly sought after for service in the
camp. This display of steel-eyed savagery went on unchecked for
three days and nights before Kamran ordered a halt.
In contrast to this expression of his perversion, the treatment
accorded by Kamran to Akbar, who was then nine years old, was
a praiseworthy exercise in restraint. When the prince was present-
ed to him the day he entered Qila-Hisar, Kamran commiserated
with him at the reported death of his father: "It was God's will
that my brother be given a place of honour in the Heaven. Hence-
forth, you may consider me to be your father. I shall do my best
to make you happy." According to Abul Fazl, Akbar did not lose
Ms composure, and remained seated deferentially by the side of
his uncle till the latter asked one of his aides to escort the prince
to his apartment.
Kamran's show of kindness to Akbar is an enigma. Except on
one occasion when he allegedly exposed him to heavy bombard-
ment by Humayun's gunners,* he was invariably at pains to pro-
tect him and extend to him such facilities as he would have
received at the hands of his father. This solicitude was perhaps due
to the reverence in which Hamida Banu's father, Shaikh Ali Akbar
Jam,** was held by the Mirza, Whereas, given an opportunity,.
*The story of Akbar's exposure to bombardment is highlighted by Abul
Fazl, perhaps with a view to stress that God held an umbrella of protec-
tion over the prince's head.
' **According to Gulbadan Begum, Hamida Barm was the daughter of
Mr,Baba Dost, which was perhaps aname of respect for Shaikh Ali Akbar
.Jami.